
    

 

CHARITABLE GAMING  
INFORMATION AND CONDITIONS 

 
 

What is charitable gaming? 
Charitable gaming is fundraising through gaming that is conducted by an approved charitable 
organisation.  Charitable gaming can only be conducted with ‘play’ money and not actual cash. 
 
When is approval required? 
Approval from the ACT Gambling and Racing Commission (the Commission) is required for all 
charitable gaming conducted in the ACT. 

 Any variation to the application after the Commission has commenced its assessment or an 
approval has been issued must be submitted in writing.  The Commission must approve any 
changes or amendments to the charitable gaming before any amendments can be 
implemented.   

 
Who is eligible to apply for an approval? 
Only charitable organisation may apply for an approval. 

 A charitable organisation is defined as an association, society, institution or body carried on 
for a religious, educational, benevolent or charitable purpose, other than one carried on for 
the purpose of securing pecuniary benefits to its members. 

 
How do I apply for approval? 
The application form is available from the Commission's website at 
www.gamblingandracing.act.gov.au  

 The approved application form in its entirety must be completed and signed by the 
charitable organisation and be lodged with the Commission with the fee and supporting 
documentation (such as rules and method of conduct of the game/s).  

 An application may be posted (if paying by cheque), emailed or faxed (if paying by credit 
card) to the Commission at the addresses listed at the end of this document.  

 
Are any other approvals necessary? 
An approval granted by the Commission is only an approval to conduct a game that would 
otherwise be unlawful under the Unlawful Gambling Act 2009.  If an organisation wishes to 
conduct a raffle or lottery at the fundraising event a different approval under the Lotteries Act 1964 
is required.  Charitable organisations will need to determine if any other kind of approval, such as a 
Charitable Collections Licence, is required for the event.  For further information on Charitable 
Collections Licences contact the Office of Regulatory Services on (02) 6207 3000 or visit their 
website at http://www.ors.act.gov.au/BIL/WebPages/CharCollects/charitablecollections.html
 
How long will it take to assess an application? 
21 days should be allowed for the assessment of the application once the Commission has received 
all the supporting or requested information.   

 The Commission may seek additional information or documents from the applicant in order 
to assess an application.   

 Applicants should note that applications will not be assessed until the application fee has 
been paid. 
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Charitable Gaming - Information and Conditions 
 

General requirements  
An applicant seeking approval for charitable gaming must be a suitable charitable organisation.  

 The Commission may consider any relevant matter in determining the organisation’s 
suitability including the character, business reputation and financial position of the 
organisation, its members and any organisation that it has engaged to promote or conduct 
the game or event. 

 Applicants are required to disclose relevant history regarding gambling offences or serious 
criminal convictions (see Section 7B of the application).  Such a history is not necessarily a 
disqualifying ground for holding an approval but it is an important consideration for the 
Commission in determining the suitability of an applicant. 

 
The primary purpose of conducting charitable gaming must be to raise funds for a stated entity for a 
stated charitable purpose. 
 
Charitable gaming cannot be conducted at a gambling facility of a licensee. 

 A gambling facility means each place used by a licensee to conduct gambling under the 
licence.  A licensee is defined as: 
(a) a gaming machine licensee; 
(b) a casino licensee;  
(c) a licensed provider under the Interactive Gambling Act 1998;  
(d) the holder of a race bookmaking licence, a race bookmaker’s agent licence, a sports 

bookmaking licence or a sports bookmaker’s agent licence under the Race and 
Sports Bookmaking Act 2001; or 

(e) ACTTAB Limited. 
 

A charitable organisation may only conduct two charitable gaming events in a 12-month period. 
 
The rules of the game must be fair and reasonable and together with the method of conduct of the 
game must be easily understood by the participants.   
 
 
Conditions of approval  
If the Commission grants an approval, that approval is subject to conditions as provided in the 
Unlawful Gambling Act 2009 (the Act), conditions prescribed by the Unlawful Gambling 
Regulation 2010 (the Regulation) and the Commission may also impose specific conditions on an 
approval.   
 
The conditions in the Act and the Regulation are the minimum requirements that apply to all 
approvals for charitable gaming and are summarised below.   
 

 The organisation must be responsible for the promotion and conduct of the game and the 
event at which it is to be conducted.  This includes responsibility for any promotion or 
conduct of the game or event provided by a third party.   

 The minimum percentage of funds raised by the event1 that is to be given to the stated entity 
and charitable purpose must be clearly disclosed to the public in all promotional material, 
the places where tickets are sold and at the place where the game is being conducted when 
the event takes place.  This is to ensure that there is transparency regarding the amount that 
is to be given for a charitable purpose and to allow patrons to make an informed decision 
before participating in the event. 

                                                           
1 The term ‘funds raised by the event’ refers to the gross amount raised by the event.   
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Charitable Gaming Information and Conditions 

 The aforesaid percentage, or a greater amount, of the funds raised by the event must be 
given to the entity and charitable purpose stated in the application.  This is to ensure that at 
least the stated amount of funds from the event is given to the entity for the charitable 
purpose. 

 The identifying number given by the Commission for the approval is to be included in all 
promotional material for the game and the event (including the tickets).  This is similar to 
existing requirements for lottery approvals under the Lotteries Act 1964 and provides a 
mechanism for people to verify that the event has undergone scrutiny and is authorised by 
the Commission. 

 The game must be conducted in a competent and fair manner.  This is a consumer protection 
mechanism. 

 The game must be conducted by a person who is 18 years old or older and each participant 
in the game must be 18 years old or older.  This is to ensure that minors are not participating 
in any way in charitable gaming and is part of a harm minimisation strategy. 

 The charitable organisation must comply with any code of practice prescribed under the 
Control Act that applies to the organisation.  Currently there is no code of practice that 
applies to charitable organisations however provision has been made for this to be quickly 
applied in the future if required.   

 The charitable organisation holding the approval must continue to be a charitable 
organisation. 

 A person may place a bet on a game only with play money given to the person by the 
charitable organisation for the purposes of the game.  The charitable organisation may give 
a person only one allocation of play money and may not exchange play money given to a 
person for real money. 

 The charitable organisation must keep records showing the following: 
(a) the name of the entity and charitable purpose for which the game was conducted; 
(b) the number of tickets sold to the event where the game was conducted; 
(c) that any promotional material for the game and the event at which it was conducted 

included –  
i. the minimum percentage of funds raised by the event that was to be given to 

a charitable purpose; and 
ii. the identifying number given by the Commission for the approval; 

(d) the total amount of the funds raised by the event at which the gaming was conducted; 
and 

(e) the amount of those funds that was given to a charitable purpose and the date it was 
given. 

 
Where to send your application 
The completed application form, any required attachments or supporting documentation (such as 
rules and method of conduct of the game/s) and the fee should be forwarded to: 
 

ACT Gambling and Racing Commission 
PO Box 214 
CIVIC SQUARE  ACT  2608 
 
Fax to:  02 6207 7390 
Email to: grc@act.gov.au - (signature required on application form and payment authorisation) 
For enquiries telephone 02 6207 00359 

3 

mailto:grc@act.gov.au

	What is charitable gaming?
	When is approval required?
	Who is eligible to apply for an approval?
	How do I apply for approval?
	Are any other approvals necessary?
	How long will it take to assess an application?
	General requirements
	Conditions of approval
	Where to send your application
	ACT Gambling and Racing Commission
	For enquiries telephone 02 6207 00359


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


